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SYSTEM FOR USE IN A MOTOR VEHICLE,
AND METHOD FOR EXAMINING GOODS

PRIORITY CLAIM

This is a U.S. national stage of Application No. PCT/
EP2009/061609, filed on Sep. 8, 2009, which claims priority
to German Application No: 102008 046 714.6, filed: Sep. 11,
2008, the contents of which are incorporated herein by refer-
ence.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The object of the invention is a system and method as
claimed in claim 4 for use in a motor vehicle, wherein the
system comprises a navigation system and a control unit
designed such that a list of goods, stored in the control unit, is
used to generate a route of stops for the purchase of the goods.

2. Related Art

When labeling goods and products, labels which have a
near-field transponder are increasingly used. It is possible,
using the near-field transponders attached to the goods and
products to obtain information relating to the labeled goods or
the labeled products with the aid of a near-field reader or
another near-field transponder. This concerns in particular the
type of goods, the price and other information such as shelf-
life or other information. It should be noted at this juncture
that “products” and “goods” will be used as interchangeable
terms in the following text.

It is possible, using a near-field reader, to identify the
products located in the trolley inside, for example, a super-
market or a store, with the result that only the reader needs to
be presented at the checkout or the price of the purchased
products is debited from an account when the trolley passes
through a gate. Such a method is described, by way of
example, in US patent 2004/0103034 Al.

Furthermore, it is already known in the prior art to store in
electronic form, a shopping list with products or goods to be
purchased. This is frequently referred to as the “intelligent
fridge”, which is capable by itself of generating a shopping
list with goods that are about to run out. Such a list can then be
transmitted to a control unit. Devices with personal informa-
tion management (PIM) software, such as, for example, cell
phones or personal digital assistants (PDAs), are used nowa-
days as the control unit.

The list, which is often stored in electronic form, can be
used in particular for purchasing all the products entered in
the list in as intelligent a sequence as possible. The intention
here is to prevent a situation where first a product A is pur-
chased in a store and then another store is visited in order to
purchase product B, only to then discover that the remaining
product C must likewise be purchased in the first store. Docu-
ment JP 2003308409 A1 discloses a method to remedy this. In
the method, the user of a motor vehicle inputs the starting
point and the destination point of the motor vehicle into the
navigation system and transmits the list of goods to be pur-
chased to a server. The server selects from a database a pre-
ferred location for purchasing the products to be purchased
and compiles a route from the information obtained from the
server, by which route the targeted stores for purchasing all
the products stored on the list can be reached within the
shortest possible distance or shortest possible time.

A disadvantage of this method is that once a route is com-
piled, it can no longer be adapted dynamically in order to react
to products that are not available in one of the targeted stores.
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2
SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Itis the object of the present invention to provide a method
and a system which do not have the aforementioned disad-
vantage.

The system according to one embodiment of the invention
has a near-field receiver and/or near-field transponder for
detecting goods in the motor vehicle. Here, the near-field
receiver and/or the near-field transponder can be connected or
is connected to the control unit such that a further list with
detected goods can be transmitted to the control unit and the
stored list is updated by the further list.

Owing to the fact that the system additionally has a dedi-
cated near-field receiver and/or near-field transponder, it is
possible after leaving a location where goods or products
have been purchased to carry out a comparison to check
whether all the goods on the list that are associated with a
location or stop along the route were purchased. To this end,
the near-field receiver and/or transponder detects the signals
from the labels of the purchased goods and transmits the
registered goods to the control unit which deletes the pur-
chased goods from the stored list for the further purchase of
goods. In this way the list of goods to be purchased is updated.

The system and the method are advantageous particularly
if not all the goods to be purchased were purchased at a
location or a stop (wherein a stop can comprise the stopping
of'the motor vehicle and possibly visiting of several locations
such as, for example, inside a shopping mall) during the time
spent at that stop. Due to the near-field receiver and/or near-
field transponder, which is designed as part of the system, it is
possible to detect that a product to be purchased at this loca-
tion or stop was not purchased, with the result that the route
displayed by the navigation system must be adapted in a
manner such that either another stop is made in order to
purchase the previously mentioned product that was not pur-
chased or that the product can be purchased at another loca-
tion or stop which is located along the route. The user can, of
course, also do without a product to be purchased and delete
the appropriate entry from the list. It is possible with the aid of
the system and the method to carry out this updating process
of'the route dynamically, i.e. automatically with the aid of the
control unit of the navigation system and the information
collected by the near-field receiver and/or near-field tran-
sponder. The adapted route or the changed list is then auto-
matically indicated to the driver. This avoids the need to
worry about where else the product can be purchased or how
this location can be incorporated into the compiled route in
order to minimize the travel time or the travel distance if a
product is not available at a stop intended therefor.

In one embodiment, the near-field receiver and/or near-
field transponder is arranged, preferably fixed, in the motor
vehicle. This has the advantage that the near-field receiver
and/or near-field transponder cannot be left behind.

Furthermore, the connection for the control unit can be
placed at a front console or into the onboard electronic sys-
tem, with the result that no connection directly to the near-
field receiver and/or near-field transponder must take place
within physical proximity thereof.

Alternatively, the near-field receiver and/or near-field tran-
sponder can be arranged directly on the control unit.

In another embodiment of the system, the control unit
comprises an onboard computer and/or a portable communi-
cations unit such as, for example, a cell phone ora PDA. Ifthe
control unit comprises an onboard computer, the information
gathered and the various lists can be output directly in a
display of the onboard computer in a manner visible to the
driver. In the case of a portable communications unit, said unit
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can be carried along additionally while purchasing the goods
and additional manual control can take place. Here, the con-
trol unit has at least one microprocessor designed for trans-
ferring connections or commands to the navigation system of
the motor vehicle and thus for initiating the route or, if nec-
essary, adapting it.

In a further embodiment of the method, the control unit
holds a database of goods and stops associated with the
goods, at which stops the goods can be purchased with pref-
erence, wherein the associated stops are ascertained prefer-
ably using a learning algorithm on the basis of previous lists
of goods to be purchased and stops where the goods on the
previous lists were purchased. Since in the method a learning
function can be implemented and it can be checked directly in
the vehicle which products were purchased at any stop or
location, the system can learn which locations or stops the
driver prefers for purchasing particular goods or products. It
is thus possible, using a learning algorithm, for preferences
which are specific to the user to be ascertained and for the
database to be updated to this effect. This has the advantage
that the user of the system can have a direct influence on the
locations at which the goods are to be purchased. Neural
networks or similar methods, for example, can be used as the
learning algorithm. For a few of the methods used it is nec-
essary for a certain number of already available lists, i.e. lists
which were already used for purchasing the goods, to be
stored and used to train the learning algorithm. Once the
learning function has been trained, it can be dynamically
adapted further by the current list. This is possible only
because it is already possible to check in the motor vehicle
which goods were purchased at which stop.

In a further embodiment of the method, the control unit has
a further database of goods and preferred substitution prod-
ucts, wherein the goods contained in the list that could not be
purchased at a stop or location are changed for a substitution
product stored in the database and the location where it can be
purchased. The generated route is subsequently adapted to the
substitution goods and the stops where said goods can be
purchased. Here the user of the system has the option to find
alternatives for non-available products.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

The invention will be explained in more detail below with
reference to a few exemplary embodiments. In the figures:

FIG. 1 is a schematic of a system;

FIG. 2 is a schematic of a sorting of a list and a generation
of a route;

FIG. 3 is a schematic process flow;

FIGS. 4a-c are further portions of the method.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is intended to provide an overview of one embodi-
ment of the system. The system 1 comprises a control unit 2
which—shown schematically—contains a list 20 used to gen-
erate a route for purchasing goods entered on the list 20 with
the aid of a navigation system 3. Here, the route can be
optimized in terms of the travel time or the travel distance.

Furthermore the control unit 2 communicates with a near-
field transponder 4. If a product basket 5 is placed into the
motor vehicle after the purchasing operation at one location,
wherein the product basket 5 contains the products 50, 51 and
these products are fitted with labels that can be read by the
near-field transponder 4, an inventory is taken of the goods
present in the product basket 5 by the near-field transponder 4
and the result is transmitted to the control unit 2. Subse-
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quently, the list 20 is updated in a manner such that the goods
already purchased, i.e., 50, 51 are deleted from the list and, if
necessary, the further route is adapted for the purchase of
articles that were not available at the first location. The con-
trol unit 2 present is a PDA, which has access to communi-
cations networks such as, for example, the Internet and is
connected, or can be connected, to an onboard computer in
the motor vehicle. If the computational power of the PDA
does not suffice, parts of the calculation of the route or the
databases can be stored or calculated in a further data pro-
cessing system.

Initially, FIG. 2 is intended to be used to illustrate the
generation of a route by list 21. A list 21 that is initially
unsorted comprises product entries 211-214. A database 30
containing locations 311-315 which are associated with prod-
uct entries 211-215 is used to generate a sorted list 22, in
which the sequence of the product entries was changed and
grouped. Furthermore, the navigation system 3 is used to
generate a route 40, starting from starting point 41. First, the
first entry in the sorted list 22, i.e. the product of product entry
214, is intended to be purchased at the nearest route point 42.
Both the products of product entries 211 and 213 are intended
to be purchased at a further stop 43. Finally, the product of
product entry 212 is intended to be purchased at a last stop 44.
The database can here be stored and continuously updated in
the control unit, such as, for example, a PDA or the onboard
computer of a motor vehicle. In this way it is possible to store
the database 30 initially without parameters and to dynami-
cally build the database over the course of a plurality of
processed lists for purchasing goods. It is possible thereby to
address personal preferences of the user of the system. How-
ever, it is also possible to already configure the database in
advance and subsequently include, if appropriate, learning
algorithms.

Once the unsorted list 21 of the control unit is changed into
the sorted list 22 and the route 40 is transmitted to the navi-
gation system 3, the user of the system can move from stop 41
to stop 42.

FIG. 3 shows schematically the sorted list 22 before the
goods are purchased and an updated list 24 after the goods
have been purchased. As already mentioned in connection
with the description of FIG. 2, the product of the product entry
214 is intended to be purchased at stop 42. Once the user has
completed the purchase of the product, the product is placed
into the product basket 5' of the vehicle 10. The near-field
transponder 11 fixed in the vehicle 10 detects that the product
associated with the product entry 214 is located in the product
basket 5' and transmits this information to the control unit 2'
in the form of a further list 23, which contains the product
entry 214. As a result, the sorted list 22 is updated, with the
updated list 24 no longer containing the product entry 214.

Subsequently, the user of the system moves, as shown in
FIG. 4a, from stop 42 to stop 43, with the updated list 24
forming the sorted list 22'. After the purchase of goods, the
near-field transponder 11 (not shown in FIG. 4a) detects that
only the product of product entry 213 was purchased, and
transmits this further list 23' to the control unit 2'. The list 24'
which is thus updated now not only comprises the product of
product entry 212, which must still be purchased at stop 44,
but also the product of product entry 211 which was not
purchased at stop 43.

FIG. 4b is intended to be used to illustrate how a further
updated list 24", and a resulting adapted route 40', is gener-
ated on the basis of the updated list 24'. Initially, the product
entry 211 is transmitted again to the database 30, and a check
is carried out whether the location 311 is unique or whether
other locations where the product of the product entry 211 can
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be purchased are stored in the database 30. In the case that is
illustrated schematically in FIG. 45, the location 311 contains
an alternative to stop 43. The list 24" that is thus updated
furthermore contains the product entries 211 and 213 in the
same order as the updated list 24, but the product of the
product entry 211 is now intended to be purchased at the stop
45, which was newly added to the route, rather than at stop 43.
This adapted route 40' now extends from stop 43 to stop 45,
where the product of the product entry 211 is intended to be
purchased, and subsequently to stop 44, at which, as before,
the product of the product entry 213 is intended to be pur-
chased.

Alternatively, it is possible to use, as illustrated in FIG. 4c,
a further database 31, which contains not only the product
entries and the associated locations 211 and 311 but also
further product entries 216, associated with the product
entries, for substitution products, with the substitution prod-
ucts likewise being associated with a location for handling the
purchase 316. If the updated list 24' transmits the product
entry 211 to the database 31, which can be logically combined
with the database 30, the product entry 211 is replaced in the
updated list 24" by the product entry 216 of the substitution
product. However, due to the other location 316 associated
with the product entry 216, the order of the product entries in
the updated list 24", compared to the updated list 24, is
changed, i.e. first the product entry 213 and only then the
product entry 216 is listed. The resulting adapted route 40"
first runs from stop 43 to stop 44, where the product of the
product entry 213 is intended to be purchased, and then to
another stop 46, where the product of the product entry 216,
which substitutes the product of the product entry 211, can be
purchased.

Thus, while there have shown and described and pointed
out fundamental novel features of the invention as applied to
a preferred embodiment thereof, it will be understood that
various omissions and substitutions and changes in the form
and details of the devices illustrated, and in their operation,
may be made by those skilled in the art without departing
from the spirit of the invention. For example, it is expressly
intended that all combinations of those elements and/or
method steps which perform substantially the same function
in substantially the same way to achieve the same results are
within the scope of the invention. Moreover, it should be
recognized that structures and/or elements and/or method
steps shown and/or described in connection with any dis-
closed form or embodiment of the invention may be incorpo-
rated in any other disclosed or described or suggested form or
embodiment as a general matter of design choice. It is the
intention, therefore, to be limited only as indicated by the
scope of the claims appended hereto.

The invention claimed is:

1. A system for use in a motor vehicle comprising:

a navigation system;

a control unit configured such that a list of goods stored in
the control unitis used to generate a route of stops for the
purchase of the goods, the route being displayed by the
navigation system;

at least one of a near-field receiver and a near-field tran-
sponder connectable to the control unit and configured
to detect goods present in the motor vehicle, wherein a
further list is generated that includes the detected goods
present in the motor vehicle,
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wherein the further list is transmitted to the control unitand
the stored list is updated to remove from the stored list
the detected goods.
2. The system as claimed in claim 1, wherein the at least
one of the near-field receiver and the near-field transponder is
arranged in the motor vehicle.
3. The system as claimed in claim 1, wherein the control
unit comprises at least one of an onboard computer and a
portable communications unit.
4. The system as claimed in claim 2, wherein the at least
one of the near-field receiver and the near-field transponder is
fixed in the motor vehicle.
5. A method for monitoring goods with a system compris-
ing:
a navigation system;
a control unit configured such that a list of goods stored in
the control unitis used to generate a route of stops for the
purchase of the goods, the route displayable by the navi-
gation system;
at least one of a near-field receiver and a near-field tran-
sponder connectable to the control unit and configured
to detect goods present in the motor vehicle, the method
comprising:
transmitting the list of goods to be purchased to the
control unit;

generating the route that is adapted to the list of goods to
be purchased;

displaying the route that provides at least one stop for the
purchase of the goods to be purchased by the naviga-
tion system;

comparing the goods purchased at the at least one stop
determined by the at least one of the near-field
receiver and the near-field transponder with the list of
goods to be purchased by the control unit and updat-
ing the list of goods to be purchased by removing the
detected goods from the list of goods to be purchased.

6. The method as claimed in claim 5, wherein the control
unit comprises a database of the goods and respective stops
associated with the goods, at which respective stops the goods
are purchased,

wherein the associated stops are ascertained using a learn-
ing algorithm based at least in part on previous lists of
goods to be purchased and stops where the goods on the
previous lists were purchased.

7. The method as claimed in claim 5, wherein the control
unit comprises a database of the goods and preferred substi-
tution products, and the goods to be purchased in the list that
are not detected by the at least one of the near-field receiver
and the near-field transponder after the comparison can be
partially replaced by the preferred substitution goods and the
generated route can be adapted to the substitution goods.

8. The method as claimed in claim 6, wherein the control
unit comprises a further database of the goods and preferred
substitution products, and the goods to be purchased in the list
that are not detected by the at least one of the near-field
receiver and the near-field transponder after the comparison
can be partially replaced by the preferred substitution goods
and the generated route can be adapted to the substitution
goods.



